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Plum Blossom, still fuming, went back to the outer court.
Aunt Wu looked at Orchid and Flute of Jade.. "Plum Blossom
must have been drinking," she said. "She would not have
been so unmannerly if she hadn't. It made me very un-
comfortable. She ought to have let Miss Shen go in her own
4good time. Why should she tell her to get out at once? She
Couldn't even let a boy take her away. It is too bad."
"I imagine they have been drinking," Flute of Jade said.
When Plum Blossom got back to her party, she said: "I
wish I had boxed her ears. Then she would have known
what sort of woman I am. I wasn't going to let her get away
with behaviour like that."
"You must remember that, when you cut one branch of a
tree, you hurt the other branches," Welcome Spring said.
"Don't forget Miss Yu is here."
Miss Yu is a very different sort," Plum Blossom said.
"She has been coming here for years and everybody likes her.
She never refuses to sing if she is asked. She is not in the
least like that strumpet. What songs does she know? Always
the same few lines from the same few ditties, extremely
vulgar, and not at all the sort of thing to be sung in a decent
house like this. I don't want to hear her sing, I believe she is
trying to put herself in Miss Yti's place."
"That is true enough," Miss Yu said. "Last night, when
the Great Lady asked me to sing, she took the lute away from
me. But don't be angry with her. She has no idea how she
ought to behave here, and she doesn't know the respect that
is due to you."
"That's what I told her," Plum Blossom said, "I said:
'Go and tell Han Tao-kuo's wife. I don't care/ "
"Sister," old woman P'an said, "why let yourself be so *
upset?"
"Let me give you a cup of wine to make you calmer," said
Heart's Delight.
"This daughter of mine always flies into a temper when
she is provoked," Welcome Spring said. "Now, Miss Ytt,
pick out one of your best songs and sing it for her,"
Miss Yu took up her lute, "I will sing Ting Ying made
trouble in the bed-chamber' for Grandmother and Sister
Plum Blossom."

